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Introduction

1.1 Purpose DRAFT

The Local Character Statement (LCS) was developed as a result of the proposed new Sydney Metro
West (SMW) station in North Strathfield. This study accounts for the strategic significance of new
transport mfrastructure that previous studies had not considered.

The LCS sits within a suite of documenis that were developed concurrently; the "Stage 1: Background
and Strategic Context Raview,” the “Sydney Metro West Station Precincts - Local Character Statements
Engagement Summary Report,” the “Local Character Statement” and the “Stage 2: Draft Final Report
Urban Design Framework™ The LCS builds upon an initial study that provides a thorough analysis of the
local context and strategic policy drivers. The LCS uses this analysis and the community feedback to
create a “Future Characler Stalement.”

2013 2019 2020 2021-2022 Present >1 year >8 years
- Parramatta Road - North Strathfield - Canada Bay Council ; mg e *'53';1“"5 t - Post exhibition - Planning Proposal - Completion of North
Urban Transformation Announced as LSPS 1and2 amendments including relevant Strathfield Station
Strategy location for Sydney - Canada Bay - SMW Engagement Summary studies and draft and Sydney Metro
Metro West Station Council - Sydney . Report A LEP and DCP West
Metro community Metro :oi.r::nmvmulum amendments
consultation round 1 round 2
sJB City of Canada Bay Local Planning Study 4
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Introduction

1.2 Process

The Local Character Statement (LCS) consists of a description of an area’s existing character
and details its desired future character. The process of assessing the character of the local area
involved hearing from the local community, researching the demographics of the local area, the
history, and mapping the context. The strategic significance of the Parramatta Road Corridor
Urban Transformation (PRCUTS) is also embedded in the desired future character statement.

Snapshot on a page
The Snapshot is a summary of the findings undertaken over the following pages and
the subsequent plan identifying the opportunities to “Change, Maintain and Enhance”

the local area.

.
\\/2

N
N

sJB

Character, Culture and Context

This section consists of an overview of the local area and the community
that resides in North Strathfield. It also provides a sense of the local history
and the present day experience in North Strathfield,

Community feedback and values

This section is a summary of the engagement with the local community. It
synthesis of insights provided by the community and gains a sense of the
changes that the community believe are appropriate and needed.

Future Local Character Statement

This section consists of a set of principles that come under the heading of
Movement, Built Form, Landscape, Land Use, and Character and Culture.
Each of these categories aligns with sub-sections of the DPIE Character
Wheel. The adjacent diagram shows how they align.

Each of the character areas identified within North Strathfield is identified
and the future character defined.

City of Canada Bay Local Planning Study
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Introduction

1.3 Snapshot on a page

North Strathfield is a flourishing young ity
‘made up of people from diverse cultural heritage.
The local area has a walkable village feel with a
strong connection to its manufacturing history.

North Strathfield is defined by it's long
streetscapes of single storey Federation style
houses and Inter-War bungalows. It is also known
for its active public spaces, amenity and it’s close
proximity to regional open spaces.

With a nod to the past, the Bakehouse Quarter is
the vibrant retail and employment precinct of the
area. The redevelopment of the heritage listed

Amott’s biscuit factory has transformed the local
area into a creative, co-working commercial hub.

The proposed interchange at the heart of the

character area offers an opportunity for increased
and will tr the

local centre into an active and lively precinct.

The proposed density will be focused around the

station and transition ly to local
areas and heritage items.

The rejuvenation of Powelis Creek has created a
strategic connection between the built form an
natural that the ity cherish.
It was a once extensive salt marsh that flowed
into the mangrove-lined streams in Bicentennial
Park that remains part of the life-blood of North
Strathfield.

sJB
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1.4 Opportunities map

DRAFT

Maintain

1. Protect identified Character area with minimal changes Ko,
to streetscape and nature of built form.

2 The local heart of the character area is to be —=  Precinct boundary
maintained and the streetscape protected. Taler e 400M catchment
buidings should be st back from the street to allow > F
the historic buildings 10 be more prominent @  Train Station

a. Density will be unchanged for land identified as @  Matro Station
potentialy flood affected subjoct lo outcomes of
Powells Creek Flood Study €7 | Honededlonn

Enhance m— Active streal rontage

== Strengihen existing cyCleway

4. Existing mecium/high density development, the
strestscape is 10 be improved on the northemn end of

i

George Streel. Metro aboveground station
S, Expansion of the Bakehouse Quarter to Paramatta R rasinuctue .
Road 1o improve the interface into the precnet and Mairo aboveground station

increase retail offerings to create an attractiva local
centre.

6. Improve pedestrian connection over the cresk comdar
al Lorraine Street to connect 1o open space. Expand
the existing pedestrian connaction along the Creek
towards Bakehouse Quarler

ille
g
%

7. Expand open space provision. Mi

8. Increase connectvity over train line for pedestrians. Local character area (LSPS)

9. Activate and improve on Queen street retail area,
add medium density redevelopment opportunities to Sensitive interface
incentivise renewal while maintaining the street grain == Green Grd opporiunities
and facade. .e Straat planting

10, Continue to improve the safety and amenity of the
Powells Creek Coridor and draw the amenity of the o * Groen sping
open space into the precinct. W 5

Change @ community faciities

11, Upgrade Gearge Street south of Pomeroy Street to o i
be transtormed into a pedestrian prionty street and Q pedestran crossings
revitalise the streelscape,

12, Areas that can support medium density residential R o et Sac e by
development, O Landscape gateway

13. Create algateway from Panamna Road asla clear m o
way-finding vehicular entrance into the precinct. .

14, Pmblematm_mtt_arsecﬁons to be improved with active o mcmnm“"'m"h 2odce
transport prioritised.

15, Pomeroy Street, Queen Street, George Street and W Heart of the precinct
Correys Avenue 10 be transformed nto a green sping E
with active transport links = o

16.  New development to ba sensitiva to heritage items (@)  Crossing improvement
(scale, transition. material and arc iral language) g
and appropriataly transition in height from the Key opporiuniies i Norih Strariisid 248 o sy of this

edevaloped. with no lo:

conservation areas,
éﬁB Provide a new integrated community centre and

ralated faciitios within the ot City of Canada Bay Local Planning Study 7
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2.1 Character and culture

DRAFT

Overvi
The N:-rwh Strathfield character area is bounded by a number 1 7 8 3 4 8 2 h a

of major comidors including Paramatta Road and the HOUSEHOLDS TOTAL PRECINCT
overpass of the M4 Motorway to the south, Powells Creek - TOTAL DWELLINGS AREA
a canal recently transformad into a nalural waterway to the:

west, Concord Road 1o the east and is divided through the

centre by the T4 rail line. Signiticant open space surrounds

the pracinct with Mason Park Wetlands, and the sporting 5 168 31
tfaciities of Bressington Park, Bicentennial Park and Sydney 7

Olympic Park {west) and Concord Golf Club jeast) as well as POPULATION OF MEDIAN AGE

Allen St Reserve along Powells Creek. NORTH STRATHFELD
The character area features a mix of uses ranging from

low scale residential, some of which is identified as a local
characler area in the LSPS, medium density housing on
both sides of the rail, to the commercial and retail core at the

31.1%

Bakehouse Quarter. There are two schools within the precinct

ot s skt 5 e ition. SPEAK LANGUAGES OTHER
HOME

Population profile

The age profile of North Strathfieid is quite young compared

with the wider Canada Bay average, with significantly mora Definitions: TOP LANGUAGES

adults in the 20-35 age bracket and fewer above 60 years. e

This does not corelate to a significantly higher number of . Study Mﬁ)ﬁ;ﬁ:

children and may suggest that there will be an increase in

coming years. [ North Strathfield Suburb Area CANTONESE

The overall population is approximately 5200 residents — ml:hedfinﬁsﬂml SIEII

(2020}, which is less than half of Five Dock but it has a (BA1)

higner population density of 54p/ha due to the small area 97

heclares,
Top Countries of Birth : Age Profile:
At least 50% of residents were born overseas with a similar R — P ——— B Noeh Strahfieid Sydnay Matre Area
number that speak a language other than English at home,
Chinese (22%), Korsan (9.5%), and Indian ({7.9) wera the "
highest identified cultural heritage after Australian/English. The & e
representation of each ethnic group is higher the metropolitan g i -
average £ i
Residents in North Strathfield propartionally have a higher g . B o
level of education than Greater Sydney. This includes a larger % " g
percentage of persons with Bachelor or Higher degrees §  miena E
(38.6% compared 1o 28.3%) and a smaller parcentage of z e T T R %
persons with vocational qu ions or no qualif Peroartage of ouplston
S8 City of Canada Bay Local Planning Study 8
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Character and culture

Abariginal History

The City of Canada Bay is part of the traditional lands of the
Wangal clan, one of the 29 tribes of the Eora nation. The
Wangal people inhabited what is now known as the City

of Canada Bay for thousands of years prior to European
seftlement. T gal people held a deep connection to
the land and landscape of the City of Canada Bay. In nearby
Sydney Otympic Park an area has been named the Wangal
Woodand

Post-colonial History

Higtorically North Strathfield s split into two suburbs

along the train ine. The wastlem side was inally part of
Homebush, while the eastern side of the suburb was part of
Concord, The name “North Strathfield” came from the station
hich was established in 1918. When the station was built it
tock its name fram neighbounng suburb of Strathfield to the
soulh because Concord West Station aleady existed.

Easy access lo a rallway station, and to Paramatta Road,

as well as to Paramatta River made it an appealing place for
industry to be based. Armott’s Bis maonved its factory to
the suburb in 1908, The factory expanded 1o the waslem side
of George Street with the lwo warshouses Iinked by a bridg
By 1933 the number of employee 2.500 and
annual production exceeded 10,2 shipped

across the world. The local community grew up around
i suburb forming out of the influx of
g in the area,

The Present Day Context

ndustry began moving
local area became increasingly residential and gentnfied. The
suburb was not offically named “North Strathfield” until 1983,

s has given the suburb its own sense of identily separ:
mebush and Concord. The Amott's fa
in 1997 and the former factory site was redeveloped into the
“Bakehouse Quarter.” More recently, medium and high density
resider developments have replaced form
on the West side of the railway line.

industrial sites

Efforts will need to be made to create a united North
Strathfield that it not dvidad by the trainiine. Tha history and
evolution of he two sides of the trainline have been linked

but have avolved from very different urban morphology and

land uses. This would be mitigated by greater pedestrian
connactivity across the trainling and ensuring that there are
attractions for the local community in both sides,

Culture

The local community are from diverse ethnic origins. There
is-an opportunity to celebrate the diverse cultures through

the street art. music, dance and food. Festivals and culture
sharing opportunities can be integrated into the local calendar
of event. A new community centre could offer educ
programs and language specific courses will add 1o the
fourishing of local subcultures

Leisure

The local community identified outdoor activities and active

racreation as thair primary leisure activities. They are hapoy

with the local acce ant amenities, but would like to
conlinue seaing upgrades 1o recreation spaces, particularly

i ard to access and lighting along the Powells Creek

rele

There are other pay-on-entry leisure vities availabile within
the Bakehouse Quarter, such as bowling and children's
entertainment. Cinermas, aquatic centres and other forms of
leisure are avalable n neighbouring suburbs

Local Economy

North Strathfield economy includes a range of retail,
commercial, aducational institutions and light industrial
operating within the suburt. A small collection of restaurants
and cafés are located on Quaen Strast opposite the Morth
Strathfield railway station. Nearby, on Concord Road 1s

the "North Strathfield Shopping Village® it has a larger row
of shops that offer a range of services, including a small
rmarket. The amenity of these shops is impacted

by the volume of traffic on Concord Road. Both sets of
shopping sirips have lovely federation fagades that should be
maintained, but require revitalisation and further activation,

SU)

The site of the former Amnott’s Biscuits factory in George
Street has been redeveloped as the 'Bakehouse Quarter’ and
features office space. restaurants, cafés, supermarkets and
shops. Aldi, ess First and Outback Steakhouse are major
tenants here. The head office and main call centre of NRMA
Motoring and Senvices is also located in the former factory.

City of Canada Bay Local Planning Study
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Character, Culture and Context

2.2 Context analysis

The following context analysis has been take from the Stage 1: Background and Strategic Context Review that sits in
parallel to this document. This is a snapshot with key findings that contribute to the character of the local area. Further
background and analysis can be found in the Stage 1 report,

Land use and activity

s

:

Pracinct boundary

400m catchment

R2 - Low dansity residantial
R3 - Medum density residantial
Hertage

B6 - Enerprice Cormidor

N1 - Light indugtral

B1 - Neighbowrhood centre

8 A B3 - Commarcial cora

j’ s i Open space

+ Commercial, retail, food and beverage is located in the - A block of neighbourhood centre (B1) is located along
Bakehouse Quarter and is a well established entertainrment Queen Street directly across the train station.
precinct - Commercial and retail activity is located at the edges of the
- There are small pockets of RE1 land within the pracinct. precinct with limited amenity provided in the B1 centre on
The vast majority of the precinct is zoned for medium Queen Street,
density residential (R3} and low density residential (R2).

sJB City of Canada Bay Local Planning Study

Movement and access

Key findings

- Directty south of the stucty area is Paramatia Road and M4
Motorway which are regional east-wes! vehicular artenes,
connecting Western Sydney to Sydney CBD.

- Concord Road and George Street provide the main
vehicular access into the precinct, These run north-south
and create barriers for pedestrian movement with few

DRAFT

Precinct boundary
400m catchment
Private roads

Local rads

Majar roads
On-road cycle routes
Oft-road Gycle routes

Futung Gycle routes opoortunibes
for huture connections

Places for paopie
Bus stop

Dangerous crossing

Open space

crossings and congested streets,

- Pomeroy Street is the only easl-west vehicular connection

over the railway comdor, it is also congested and a
pedestrian barrier,

- Access within the precinct 15 also restricted by the railway

line and Powells Creek lo the west,

Item 9.3 - Attachment 5
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Context analysis

Open space, public domain and community

+ There are limited open spaces within the precinct with open
space primarily to the west of the rai line. For recreational
purposes the precinct relies on Allen Strest Resarve along
Powells Creek and Bressington Park on the western side.
whilst the eastern side has access to Central Park and
Henley Park in Concord,

- The naturalisation of the northem section of Powells Creek
is attractiva and successful, but reverts back to a concrate

Pracingt boundarny

400m catehment

WVary law levels of tres canopy”
Low levels of tree canopy*®
Potantial green link
Potertial green ink
Significant hattat

Open space

Playground

Community gardan
Skate-park

Outdaoor fitness

Dog parks

Crickat

channel south of Lorraine Street

- Bressington Park features extensive sections of significant

habitat.

+ Lack of community centre within the pracinct.

City of Canada Bay Local Planning Study

Residential built form and character

The most prominent typology within the precinct is single
detached houses.

- There is a scattering of duplex or town house development

primarily to the east of the train line.

« Apartment blocks are concentrated one block west along

the ralway comdor along George Street

DRAFT

Pracinct bounaary
AD0M catchment
Singla datached nouse
Dhapiex

Townhause

ninn! !
|

Apanmant buliding
Shap: top housing
Open spaca
Heantage items

+ Limited shop-top housing has been delivered on the B1

Neighbourhood centre zone where it is permissible.

- The Bakehouse Quarter is a significant area of hentage

in which industrial buildings have been converted inlo an
office, entertainment and retail precinct.
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2.3 ldentified sub-precinct character

Character is the intrinsic qualities which define an area. Within North Strathfield @)
nine (9} existing distinct local character sub-precincts have been identified

®)

(=)

Bakehouse Quarter

An industrial heritage sub-
precinct redeveloped into a
vibrant retail and commercial
core, This is one of the local
attractions and areas of high
amenity.

Character Area (LSPS)

1-2 storey Federation and
Inter-War bungalows with
mature streetscapes, identified
in Canada Bay Councils Local
Housing Strategy as an area
to be protected to retain
diversity of housing types and
neighbourhoods.

High density residential (west)
4-6 slorey Residential Flat
Buildings developments

along the rail line. There is an
opportunity o improve the:
streetscape and pedestrian
connectivity within this sub-
precinct.

sJB City of Canada Bay Local Planning Study

School District

McDonald College and Our
Lady of the Assumption Catholic
Primary Schoel characterised
by bulky two storey buildings,
courts and at grade car parks.

Low density residential (east)
Area with mature streetscapes
and a mixture of low density

1-2 storey residential detached
dwellings and walk-ups with

a disparate array of heritage
houses scattered throughout the
area.

Low density residential (west)
1-2 storeys of varying
development quality, some of the
area is identified as flood prone
and connecting streets end in
cul-de-sacs,

Parramatta Road Interface

Underutilised area predominantly
of surface car parking and single
storey buildings that are wedged
between the Weslem Motorway
overpass to the south and the
railway line to the east.

Land potentially subject to
flooding

Land in the vicinity of flood
planning lots will need to have
appropriate separation and
transition down to the two slorey
low density residential ficod lots.

DRAFT
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Community Feedback

3.1 Community feedback and values

A total of 112 people completed the online survey and 28
pins were dropped on the protect & celebrate map during
the consultation process.

Companson between age profile of survey respondants

and subuib age profile indicates that a significantly higher
proportion of 35-54 year old people responded to this survey
Under represented groups n the survey are 18- 34 year old
who ara likely to be a young working population and students,
as well as elderly people (75+). 71% of survey participants
have lived in the area for cver 10 years.

The presence of the Bakehouse Quarter, the Powels Creek
Corridor, Mason Park Wetlands and its walkability were
some of the top attributes that were identified by the local
community. They have a strong sa of who they are and
whal they would [ke 10 become in the futurs, The community
would ke 1o further celebrale the history of the local area,
including Aboriginal history, and who they are today.

There is apprehension fo new development because the

community want their neighbourhood to retain the qualities
that they o now (including being famiy frier
, presence of heritage and fed

0N

new apartment building has high gual
appropriate scale. There is concern that North Strathfield will
lose its local character and become a similar environment

1o neighbouring high density suburbs that have recenthy
undergone an urban renewal process

Survey respondents hope that the North Strathfield of

the ful place for everyone. The, t places for

peo| h a public realm that is walk-able and high quality
streets that lead to incidental encounter. th ona another
Enhancing the vilage feel and keaping the arsa as family
friendty ara key priorties

Top attributes that describe the current North
Strathfield place character:
+ Prosence of the Bakehouse Quarter heritage pracinct
Walkable and easy to get around
The local parks, creeks and foreshore areas
Powell's Creek Canal and its walkway,
Tha connection to Sydney Olympic Park.

Stakeholders spoke about the area's current character
as being family frendly, green, quiet and walkable, with a
strong sense of community and industrial history.

Top attributes of the desired future place character
of North Strathfield:
- Pedestrian friendly/easy to get around
High qualty buildings, streets and public spaces
- Alocal village feel
Green and sustainable
- Gafe and welcoming for everyone

Some stakeholders spoke about wanting to maintain
the area's current character as being family fnendly
and a place for locals, rather than becoming more of a
destination,

The top 5 reasons for visiting this precinct were:
I live hera

- To go to the shops/retail
Far the restaurants. cafes and bars

- To catch the bus/public transport
To access senvices e.g. post office, medical

City of Canada Bay Local Planning Study

“Cater to diverse interests, make the precinct
interesting and foster community interaction.”

= Survey Respondent

“We already have housing diversity. It's a very
inclusive area and we already have townhouses
duplexes and units that go up to two to three
levels.”

- Stakeholder Interview

DRAFT

Appetite for change
Participants hold mixed views about height in
North Strathfield. Some are open to more height
near the future metro station, while others don't
want to see buildings any mare than 3-4 storeys
anywhere in the precinct.

I am OK with future change
45°A! am some

local character and protect our special
places.

38'%) I would like to see the precinct
transition o a completely different look
and feel.

159, Even though | understand that the
precinct will likely change in the future,
| would prefer the precinct to stay
axactly as it is now.

3% We shouldn't worry about the character
of the precinct. People should be free
1o do their own thing with their own
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3.2 Priorities for improvement

According lo survey respondents, pronties for improving
activities in North Strathfieid included; ‘outdoor dining and
places to eat i37%)"; and "a number of hings to do and see
along the shopping street (36%).

Survey respondents
A number of participants highlighted the need for more
outdoor dining and beautification in the precinct in George
Street, Concord Road and Queen Strests. There s
consensus that these retall precincts have a lot of potential,
but require assistance to be flounshing neighbourhood
centres.

The possibility of North Strathfield becoming more of a retail
Fuly or ‘destination’ brings up mixed emotions. While some
would li<e to see this as arealty, others are more opposed
to any change.

Some residents would like to see a better selection of
restaurants and bars available in the local area. They would
like chning to become a drawcard for North Strathfield.
Others are more content with the local area remaining a
auiet family centric neighbourhood.

+ There is a desire 10 celebrate cultural diversily in the
community through the use of arts, and particulary
recognise aboriginal people and culture.

Opportunities for gallery and exhibition spaces, community
facilities, and music venues will support the local arts scene.

+ There is strong support for public art in this precinct to help
connect people and soften hard spaces lka under the M4
Westam Motorway and along the Powelis Creek comdor,

Stakeholder responses

- Would like fo continue to see the area as a family fnendly
place

sJB

According to survey respondents, priorities for improving
access included, ‘traffic congestion (54%)"; and "walking and
cycling connections across train lines and/or major roads
(d2%)."

Survey respondents

- There was particular concern that the volume of traffic
would increase congestion it there was to be tuture
development. Some participants identified one of the
challenges being lack of through streets and connectivity.

+ There were a number of specific commenis about betier
connecting George Streat and addressing traffic congestion
on Pomeroy and George Streets.

« There is support for traffic calming, slower, more shaded
and safer streats

+ Naed to explore solutions for commuter car parking
introducing timed parking in some areas 1o reduce
commuters parking in local straets and adequate drop off/
pick up 2ones as part of the new metro station

- Strong support for increased quality and safety of cycle and
pedestrian routes through the precinct and that link to the
future metro station. This includes ensuring that the precinct
s safe and accessibie for people with a disability being able
o easily move around.

- Strong support for improved safety of pedestrian crossings
throughout the precinct (at grade and over the railway lins).

Stakeholder responses

+ Narrow roads and a lack of connectivity were identified
as contnbuting factors to existing congestion, while at the
same time the cul-de-sacs (leading to Powell's Creek) were
viewed as a feature that should be protected.

City of Canada Bay Local Planning Studty

According 1o survey respondents, priorties for improving
public space included, 'access to quality public spaces and
parks (39%)'; ‘street trees for shade and comfort on the
streets (53%)'; feeling of safety (46%)"; and activities and play
for children and families {43%)

Survey respondents

- Strong support for more trees, tree lined streets and paths
and shade throughout the precinct.

+ Support for improved lighting in streets, along Powell's
Creek Canal and for people walling home from the tran
station genarally.

- Improved accessinility of public spaces.
« More actviies and spaces for children and familes.
Improved maintenance of parks and wayfinging signage.

- A significant number of participants identified the need for
Improved lighting in streets, along Powell's Creek Canal and
tor people walking home from the train station generally.

+ Opportunities to beautify and increase the level of activity
along the George Street shopping strip.

+ Opportunities to share the place history including First
Mations Peoples and Armotts tactory stories.

Stakeholder responses
Importance of protecting and celebrating hesitage in the
area including less chvious items like the hemage garden
on the Queens Street side of North Strathfield Station and
Amotts Factory dedication plagues on local bench seats.

DRAFT

Survey respondents made some key observations around
housing and future density:

- Some peopla were of the view that North Strathfield already
caters for housing diversity with vanous housing types and
densities existing aready. Conversely. others identified the
need for a greater mix and the opportunity to provide the
“missing middle” housing stock and affordable options,
including key worker housing

- Aneed for sustainable, well designed homes and apartment
buildings was identified, unlike what survey participants had
seen in neighbouring suburbs.

- Survey participants want 1o protect the sense of local
history and items of heritage significance.

- Burvey participants hope that the pace of residential
development will be matched with local infrastructure
improvernents at the cost of the developer.

- There was strong opposition to high rise apartment
buildings. Some respondents welcomed medium or high
density development, particularly west of the tran line, close
ta the Metro station

« Terraces / town houses {44%) and 6-8 storey mid-rise
apartments {42%) were the top two preferences for housing
immediately surrounding the metro station.

« Houses (46%) and teraces / town nouses (46%) wera the
top two preferences for housing within a 5 minute walk from
the metro station.

- 65% of respondents believe that future development should
be concentrated around the station.
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Community Feedback

3.3 Special places map

DRAFT

Survey respondents identified the places that they most value
in and around North Strathfield.

The most valued spaces within North Sirathfield that received
more than one comment) were primarily clustered around the
Bakehouse Quarter on George Street and the intersection of
Queen and Wellbank Streets including the North Strathfield
Train Station. These locations are two pockets in the local
area thal have considerable existing amenity and historic
significance. These spaces are spacial fo the community and
present an opportunity for further improvements in the public
reaim

The community of North Strathfield clearty love the outdoors
and value their public open spaces. Survey respondents
highlighted the Powell’s Creek Corridor, Bicentennial Park,
and Central Park as some of their favourite local places. Nona
of these public open spaces are within a 400m walk from the
proposad Metro location, or within the boundary of the study
area. Itis mportant that the community have high quality
opan space in ther local waking catchmenl.
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Map rat Location of Interest Mumnber of

responsas
1 Bakehousa Quarier 36k
2 Fowel's Creak Corridor &2n
a Morth Strathield Station 20
a Armott’s Biscut Factory 21y
B Geonge Stroot i
(- Bicentennial Park it
¥ cord Road Shops i
8 Majors Bay Road 4
] Wellbark Sirest <]
10 Quaen Sireet ]
1 Central Park 2
12 Allen Street i}
13 Syriney Clympic: Park i
14 Yorala Fstata %
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Local Character Area Statement

4.1 Desired future character

The ‘Local Character Statement’ consists of a set of
principles that come under the heading of Movement,
Built Form, Landscape, Land Use, and Character and
Culture.

Each of these categories aligns with sub-sections of the
DPIE Character Wheel. Within each subset of principles
is a diagram that shows how they align to the Wheel.
For instance, the subheading ‘Movement' considers
the elements of ‘safety and access,” ‘active transport
and configuration,’ road network and parking' from the
DPIE Character Wheel. There can be overlap within the
subcategories or principles taken from the wheel,

The principles articulate the opportunities to ‘Change,
Maintain and Enhance’ aspects of the study area, using
language that is synonymous with these terms.

Following on from the principles is a break down of
future character areas identified within North Strathfield
- a high level statement about each neighbourhood and
the specific aspects of that location that make it unique.

sJB
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Character and Culture

- Enhance heritaga and culture by celebrating the
local community and its diversity through community
education, public arts, and culturally relevant festivals.

Create high quality public spaces for the community life
to flounsh. Empower the social lite of the neighbourhood
with high quality streets, parks , plazas and community
faciities. Provide places that bring people together,
where people can linger. children can play and friends
can meet.
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DRAFT

- Enhance the fétall environment that caters for the local

population and brings vibrancy to the streets of North
Strathfield.

+ Identify spaces of cultural significance 1o the Wangal

people, the original custodians of the land. and
recognise their hertage and culture through art and
signage.

- Celsbrate the manufacturing heritage of North

Strathfield and ensure that the historic Arott's factory
buildings are maintained,

+ Enhance the opportunities for leisure activities within

North Strathfield.

+ Support the [ocalBCONBIMY o Bmployment by

diversitying the fetall opportunities adding commercial
office space in the mixed use areas.

- Maintain and enhance safety and gomfort in the public

realm where the community Comes together.
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Local Character Area Statement

Desired future character

Create a vibrant mixed-use precinct around the
Bakerhouse Quarter with outdoor dining and civic
spaces for the community to gather along George
Streel.

+ Promote the co-location of active high order
faciliies iclinics and community centres) in
a highly accessible location to revitalse key nodes to
create hubs of activity near the Bakehouse Quarter.

Land Use and Activation

+ Revitalise the Queen Street shopping strp into a vibrant
little vilage centre

- Support the growth of educational uses in the centre of
the suburb.

- Provide a high quality public DpSmISPaes in a short
walking distance of residential areas. At a minimum,
thera should be one on either side of the train ling.

+ Maintain the character area as a low density residential
area.

City of Canada Bay Local Planning Study

Movement

- Enhance the local village feel in North Strathfield by

pricntising walkability and other modes of

- Enhance pedestrian safety by providing safer connections,

raised zebra crossings, or signalised pedesinan crossings
in ke locations.

- Improve accassibility throughout the entire suburb with

consistent ket ramps and pavements that are even,
confinuous and wide.
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DRAFT

Enhance the safety of evening commuters and enable
active recreation after hours by improving street lighting
in key locations,

+ Ensure connectivity and interchange at the North

Strathiield Station and enhance local access to the
station with more local public transport connections,
end of trip faciities and walkable access.

- Alleviate congestion on the local IEHINSHNGNR r=ducing

car dependency and minimising incentives for shorter
trips; improve drop off/pick up zones for schools and
the station: and changing configuration of the road
network and permeability, namely exit points onto major
roads.

- Continug 1o improve connectivity to and along the

Powells Creek to faciiitate and comdor,

Build a safe. connected and integrated cycling network

that is supported with the necessary infrastructure (such

as end of trip facilities),
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Local Character Area Statement

Desired future character

+ Enhance the tree canopy n the public domain by planting
additional street trees throughout North Strathfield.

+ Implement the objectivas and uliise the measures and
banchmarks of the GA NSW's Green Grid, Greener
Places documents and Orafl Connecting with Country.

+ Creata a network of smaller public spaces, with local
parks, plazas. community gardens and play spaces for
children within the local 5 minute walking catchment.

v

+ Provide safe and comfortable spaces for the community,
where all ages can participate.

- Be mindful of the topography and flooding risks around
Powel's Creek.

- Open'space is to be fit for purpose, reflacting
community desires and cultural use of space. Provide
access to appropriate recreation facilities and amenities.
such as tollets, barbeques, and bins.

- Public spaces are to be well maintained and upgraded
as they age, with particular care for landscaping and
facilities.

+ Access 10 higher ordler leisure and recreation faciities in
neighbouring suburbs and foreshore walks should be
prionised.

+ Gontinue to enhance and develop the amenity of the
Powells Creek coridor and improve its accessibility and
safety.

City of Canada Bay Local Planning Studty
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a Built Form

oojo

Protect and maintain the heritage and conservation
areas of North Strathfield from future redevelopment.

- Create appropriate IRERSIEBRAID iding height from low

density into higher density areas.

+ Ensure a huigh quality of design and matenality for new
developments that reflects the desired character of the
area,

DRAFT

- Rewitalise areas with poor amenity in the south

and west of the rail corridor with highedESREIRN
development

- Increase the vanety of housing and buildings types on

offer by encouraging more low-nse medium/eRERy
urban typologies (terraces and integrated low-rise
apartments) that [INBHEEE with Powells Creek and close
to the station.

« Change the urban GORAGURENGA and provide greater

pemmeability near the train line with through site links
that connect with future crossing points.

Maintain the family friendly nature of North Strathfield
and ensure that the new development offers cweling
diversity with sufficient offer of 3= bedrmoms and a mix
of affordable housing options.

- Integrate ISl commercial, residential and a

facility with sensitivity to local residential
argas in the mixed used areas,
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Local Character Area Statement

4.2 Desired sub-precinct character

DRAFT

North Strathfield has been divided into nine (9} separate futl
precincts based on the feedback from the community and sit
well as considerations for strategic drivers of change (such as PRCUT.
new Metro) Bakehouse Quarter

The Bakehouse Quarter is an industrial heritage precinct that was redeveloped
into a vibrant retall and commercial core in the 1990s after the closure of the
Amott's Factory. There is an opportunity to strengthen and increase the activity
within this precinct in accordance with recommendations in the Parramalta
Road Corridor Urban Transformation Strategy with heights up to eight (8)
storey with a permitted height of 32m as per PRUCTS. Adding mixed uses,
including apartment buildings will bring more activity to the precinct, while
retaining the heritage nature of the Bakehouse Quarter. A network of streets
and laneways will weave through the sub-precinct 1o create an intimate
spaces and vibrant retail precinct,

re character sub-

@ Mixed use sub-precinct

Parramatta Road interface

The underpass area will also be upgraded into a new public open space Lhat
is activated by retail at lower levels and provided ample lighting.

The fundamental structure of the interface will remain the same, as it wil
always be wedged between the Western Motorway overpass and Paramatta
Road to the south and the railway line to the east. For this reason appropriate
acoustic treatment will be important on any residential development.

George Street public realm upgrades

The public realm aleng George Street will be upgraded be a more vibrant and
active space. Orlenting the retail and alfresco dining onto a comfortable, high
amenity street. Adding in soft landscaped spaces, tree canopy, plazas and
priontising pedestrian spaces will continue to lift the character support spaces
where people want to inger.

s)8 City of Ganada Bay Local Planning Study 19
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Desired sub-precinct character

(2) Residential (lower west)

This sub-precinct will density develop up to five

(5) storeys that will interface with the mixed use Bakehouse Quarter. it will also
contribute to the amenity and safety of the of the Powells Creek Corridor and
bring the verdant green space into the sub-precinct. Flooding constraints will

inform the intensity of development in this sub-precinct.

The interface with George Street should be active, with retail provision at
the lower levels and public realm upgrades to encourage walking and the
prioritisation of active transport modes in general.

A S RS

(3) School District

The school district is integral to the community life of North Strathfield. This
character area can be improved upon with future development providing a
better interface with the street and providing more amenity and character
along George Street.

A change of land use or future redevelopment should facilitats improved
pedestrian connections to the metro/train station and the provision of a
plaza/civic space. Up to eight (B} storeys (32m) will be permitted for new
development and it should also seek to ensure that significant trees are
retained on site. Student drop off and pick up times also need to be managed
to mitigate congestion at peak hours,

DRAFT

(4)  Low density residential (upper west)

This sub-precinct will accommodate medium density development with three
(3) and four {4) storeys products, so long as it complements the neighbouring
character, including setbacks, street grain and dwelling envelopes.

The connection with Powells Creek Corridor is important and greater
connection should be encouraged. The provision of a new public open space
and a children's park will address the current deficit of open space and provide
for the young population moving into North Strathfield
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Local Character Area Statement

Desired sub-precinct character

@ High density residential (upper west)

This sub-precinct has existing 4-6 storey residential flat building developments
along the rail line. The recent nature of the strata development indicates that it
is unlikety that the built form will change significantly in the future,

Improvement of the streetscape and pedestrian connectivity along George
Street within this precinct will lift the amenity in this area. Encouraging greater
activity on the street from existing retail offer, provicing soft landscaping and
adequate lighting will support safety and comfort in the street, adding to the
vibrancy of the northern section of George Street.
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(6)  Character area (LSPS)

1-2 storey federation and inter-war bungalows with mature streetscapes,
idantified in CCB's Local Housing Strategy as an area to be maintained,
protecting the established character of the existing neighbourhood.

The streets and public realm can continue to be improved upon,
complementing the low density context with bicycle lanes, additional

street trees and time limited parking for vehicles that do not belong to local
residents. Grossings and better connectivity across Concord Road will also
make it safer for students walking to North Strathfield Primary School.

City of Ganada Bay Local Planning Study

DRAFT

(7)  Residential (east)

This character sub-precinct will undergo some change by integrating a
greater mix of housing typologies. This area will be intensified due to it's
strategic location and the existing development that has alreadly taken
place. Some sections will rerain low density 1-2 storey residential detached
dwellings and walk-ups.

Heritage items will be p with ir ing F itive to
the urban form. Missing middie product is appropriate in this location up to
two (2) storey or three (3) storeys up to 9m, where multi-dweling housing
{terraces) are provided in accordance with LEP.

Upgrading Pomoroy Street and the network of roads that connect into

significantly improve this area. In particular, the rail crossing, the peanut
shaped roundabout and the Gacemere Street roundabout require better
pedestrian/bicycle crossing points.
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Local Character Area Statement

Future local character sub-precincts

the frain station and station plaza.

mwmmmmmmmmwm
develapments of -m«;mmmnmmwm
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(3) Land subject to

Existing planning controls will be maintained.

Land in the vicinity of flood planning lots will need to have appropriate
separation and transition down to the two storey low density residential flood
lots.

City of Canada Bay Local Planning Study
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